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Life is less like a box of chocolates (which
usually has a flavour guide to limit the
unpredictability factor) and more akin to
Australia’s World Cup squad. Coach Ange
Postecoglou will have been in charge for
just three friendlies by the time the World
Cup comes around, so it’s hard to know how
the Socceroos will shape up in Brazil.
Postecoglou’s predecessor, Holger Osieck,
was sacked in October after losing 6-0 in
consecutive friendlies against Brazil and
France. The new coach’s squad is young with
an element of experimentalism: Australia have
no players appearing regularly at a big club.
Renewed positivity is the only clear message
to emerge from Postecoglou’s 1-0 win over
Costa Rica in November and the 4-3 defeat
to Ecuador in March - even if Australia did
blow a three-goal lead.

A 34-year-old Timmy ‘Canute’ Cahill’s
headed corners will not repel the tide of
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His Brisbane
Roar passed and
moved through
36 unbeaten
games in
2011-12.The
league’s most
successful coach
rejuvenates
teams and picks
personnel to suit
his philosophy.
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Spanish-Dutch-Chilean domination. In April,
fans of the tournament’s lowest-ranked nation
- after years of decline under the previous
coach - still had only vague notions of their
World Cup starting XI; Postecoglou’s pups are
a squad with one eye on the 2015 Asian Cup.

Pre-tournament game plans hint that Cahill’s
melon may not be the only fruit. Australia’s
opponents will be no more familiar with them
than they are with each other. A daring
approach could see Australia inject some extra
zing into Group B.

Like Osieck’s Oz, Postecoglou’s side play 4-2-3-
1. Before the Ecuador friendly, the coach told
winger Tommy Oar (main picture): “Whip it in
early and bank on Timmy being there.” But the
shades of direct old green and gold end there:
Australia play out from the back via keeper
Mat Ryan’s fine distribution, using neat

Fearlessness
may see them
pull off the
impossible...
SNk e T A

with a quick and mobile high line -unlike the
ageing backline exposed by Brazil and France.

Young Tom Rogic is a blossoming alternative to
‘Marco’ Bresciano (above) as playmaker. Mark
Milligan and Mile Jedinak direct Postecoglou’s
pressing possession game in midfield while
youngsters such as Oar, Mathew Leckie and
Rogic can alleviate the burden on Cahill.

18 World Cup Preview 2014 fourfourtwo.com



Australian most likely to... find a sushi bar in Brazil? Find out at TheGuide.FourFourTwo.com
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RESULTS SINCE SCORERS SINCE
LAST WORLD CUP LAST WORLD CUP

@ Won by two or more goals

@ Won by one goal
Score draw

@ Goalless draw

@ Lost by one goal

@ Lost by two or more goals
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The Socceroos scored 25

Tim Cahill heads intothe i Lucas Neill could earn his
goals in qualifying -only i World Cup as the nation’s i 100th Socceroos cap in the
Japan (30) and South i highest goal-scorer-31 group stage of the World
Korea (27) scored more i strikesin 67 appearances : Cup, provided he’s selected

Mark Milligan: vs Newcastle Jets
Milligan is the midfield mastermind who
can singlehandedly change the fortunes
of Melbourne Victory, linking up with the
backline and pushing play forwards. Stats
show they struggle without him.

In April, Postecoglou was still “building
a new core”. Australia’s pressing
is unrehearsed, their possession
untuned. Cutting out crosses

to Cahill may shut them
down completely N
and the defence is ;‘“
vulnerable to pace, ¢
depending on the
squad selected. They'll be missing their
star man, too: Bayer Leverkusen winger
Robbie Kruse is injured.

Probably bottom, but very capable of
springing a huge surprise. With the
coach’s attitude, fearlessness and
the traditional Aussie two fingers
to adversity - and with so many

unknown factors in the squad
and coaching - they may yet
pull off the apparently
impossible and deny the rest

of Group B the three points

they inevitably will each expect.

A talisman for New York Red Bulls,
Cahill (left) was undimmed in the
friendly against Ecuador at the tip
of a 4-2-3-1. He became
Australia’s all-time top scorer in
that game, his two strikes taking

Late goals - seven minutes from
time, when it came to clinching
qualification - seem to be

a Socceroo trademark. They’ll be
toughened up by their gruelling
qualification campaign, their second as ¢ / him to 31 goals, smashing
part of the Asian Football Confederation Damian Mori’s long-standing
since leaving Oceania. N % record of 29.
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